Staples High School 
AP World History Summer Assignment

Instructors:

Carol Avery

Carol_avery@westport.k12.ct.us
David Willick

David_willick@westport.k12.ct.us
Readings required for this assignment:

~Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond (chapters to be read are listed below)

Assignment 1
Guns, Germs, and Steel
Everyone must read The Preface and Chapter 4 from Jared Diamond’s book plus one of the following:

· Chapters 5 and 6

History’s Haves and Have-nots and To Farm or Not To Farm

Question:  What geographic differences were there in the onset of food production and what were the causes of the spread of food production?

· Chapter 7

How To Make An Almond

How did the unconscious development of ancient crops come about?

· Chapter 8

Apples or Indians

Why did peoples of some regions fail to domesticate plants?

· Chapter 9

Zebras, Unhappy Marriages, and the Anna Karenina Principle
Why were most big wild mammal species never domesticated?

· Chapter 10

Spacious Skies and Tilted Axes

Why did food production spread at different rates on different continents?

After reading the Preface, Chapter 4, and your choice of the readings listed above, respond to the question or statement listed under the Chapter Title.  Your response should be one page (1 ½ spaced with 1” margins).  Your response should include at least 3 specific examples from the chapter that answer the question.  DO NOT USE ANY DIRECT QUOTES.  
Grading Rubric is on the back of this sheet

Grading Rubric 

	Requirements and Expectations

	Thesis, Introduction and Closing:  A clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis within a well-written introduction explaining the topic at hand.  Your thesis should be bolded and underlined! Closing that very briefly summarizes your findings. (5 points)



	The thesis is clearly substantiated with at least three examples of historical evidence. (For Assignment 2, evidence from both texts are clearly used)  Please put author and page numbers after examples.  NO DIRECT QUOTES (20 points)


	Examples are well analyzed and not merely listed within the paragraphs of the essay.  Essay shows that you clearly understand the relationship between the examples and the thesis.  (20 points)



	Well Organized, proper sentence structure, syntax, grammar, and spelling, essay is well proofread and shows evidence of a rough draft or editing before writing final copy, you do not need to submit an outline or rough draft with the essay (5 points)




Turnitin.com Class Id and Password

Class Id:  Password:  buddha (all lowercase when typing)

All papers must be submitted to turnitin.com before September 1st.  Please also bring a hard copy of your assignment with you on the first day of school.

Under no circumstances may you refer to information in the Spark Notes for Guns, Germs, and Steel.  You may not work together on this assignment with another student.  If any form of the paper is copied or plagiarized the grade will be a zero.   Please refer to the Staples Handbook concerning the definition of plagiarism and the consequences for such actions. 
