AP U.S. Government and Politics

Summer Assignment 2010
Mrs. Kammerman
Welcome to Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics! The goal of this course is to teach students about how the American political system is structured, so that you can demonstrate an understanding of the politics and processes of the U.S. government and the formation of public policy. 
In order to get you all in the politics mindset, I would like you all to read Chris Matthew’s Hardball. Described by Matthews as a book that shows “…the round-the-clock scramble for position, power and survival in the city of Washington,” it has often been referred to as a modern-day version of Machiavelli’s The Prince by political insiders. The book, along with following current events this summer, is meant to peak your interest in contemporary American politics. Hopefully you will all arrive in A.P. U.S. Government and Politics in September with an eagerness to delve deeply into the inner workings of our system of government!
The Assignment: 
√You are taking this course at a very exciting time! This year is an election year for many federal and state offices. Your task is to take on the role of a special advisor to a candidate for Congress (either House or Senate) in this November’s election – this can be a current member of Congress seeking re-election or a challenger looking to be elected to Congress for the first time. 
√Prepare recommendations for this client that will help him or her to gain and solidify support among constituents, the media, influential interest groups, and/or international players – ultimately this person has hired you to give him/her realistic, practical and politically-savvy campaign advice. 
√I would like you to choose an actual candidate or politician for this assignment. 
√Suggest how ______ can use at least two of Matthew’s political “tips” to best deal with different constituencies and aid in his/her election this fall. Address Matthew’s political tips specifically in your paper. (There are a wide range of candidates across the country that you could use for this essay. In order to aid you in the development of your essay, here is an example:  Fourth Congressional District Representative Jim Himes, D-Conn. is running for re-election. You could choose either Himes or one of his Republican competitors.  Using at least two of Matthew’s “tips” (such as “All Politics is Local”), what campaign advice can you give Himes or his challenger in helping him  solidify support among all of the competing interests listed above and ultimately win the election? This will require you to understand Matthews’ arguments, the candidate to which you are giving advice, the current political climate AND the constituency/district. )
√Your essay should be approximately three (3) pages in length, typed (double-spaced, one inch margins all around, 12-point font, Times New Roman font), include a clear thesis statement and organization.

√This is not a research paper, but if you should use any information besides the book, you should include citations within the essay and a works cited page at the end of your essay. (This will not count as one of the pages). 

√A few don'ts: don't use long block quotes  and don't editorialize or make any other statement that is not backed by an example from the reading or another reliable source.

Preparation: 
√Read Chris Matthew’s book Hardball and apply what you have learned to the assignment. 
√Be sure to address all parts of the question and use specific information whenever possible. 
√Your work will be evaluated on content and style, so do pay attention to how you write as well as what you write. When developing your argument use supportive data from the reading. 
√In order to gain some understanding of the issues and personalities that are dominating the news today and the key stances of the Republican and Democratic camps it is strongly recommended that you read the newspaper (The New York Times, The Hartford Courant, The Washington Post are all good choices), news magazines (examples – Time, Newsweek) and watch national news programs.

Expectations of the student: I expect that you have read Matthew’s book and can apply the information from it to your writing. I also expect that you will have a pretty clear understanding of the political issues you are choosing to write about as well as a working knowledge of your “client.” This writing should be persuasive, thoughtful, and well-written. Remember, this will be my first view of your capabilities as an AP student.
Question, concerns?: Please feel free to contact me over the summer about the assignment or any other questions or concerns that you might have about this course. The best way to contact me is via email: suzanne_kammerman@westport.k12.ct.us

Due Date: Hard copy due on first day of class.
Turnitin.com: All papers must be submitted to turnitin.com by midnight on September 1st. Below is the registration information.


Class ID: 3319526
Password: constitution (all lowercase)

Points: 50 (Rubric below)
	Requirements and Expectations

	Thesis, Introduction, Conclusion: A clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis within a well-written introduction explaining the topic at hand. Your thesis should be underlined. Conclusion that briefly summarizes your findings. (5 points)

	The thesis is clearly supported with evidence from the book (which should be cited) and specific references to the current issue chosen. (20 points)

	Evidence and examples are well analyzed and not merely listed within the paragraphs of the essay. Essay shows that you clearly understand the relationship between the current issue chosen and Matthew’s political tips. (20 points)

	Well-organized, proper sentence structure, syntax, grammar and spelling. Essay is well-proofread and shows evidence of a rough draft or editing before writing final copy (However, you do not need to submit a rough draft with the essay.) (5 points)


