History and Politics
· Did Haitians run away 
to America because of Papa Doc?
Why did some Haitian people working with the Macoutes and Papa Doc flee to America? Was it due to fear of their leader and his extreme power?

Why would those Haitians who were a part of, supported or worked for those in power (Papa Doc, Baby Doc, Aristide, etc.) leave?

· What was the United States view on the Haitians? Did they get involved 
at all?
Based on the US government’s actions of suspending financial support in the 1960s, what were the lower class American’s views of the lower class Haitian immigrants (in the 1960s)?

Did evolving US policy towards Haiti effect the opinion of different segments of the US population towards Haiti and Haitian immigrants?

· Why did America suspend their financial aid in 2000?

· Did the instability 
of Haiti have an affect on the view 
of Haitians and Haitian immigrants
? 
Did the political and economic unrest in Haiti have and effect on the average New Yorker who interacts with Haitians on a daily basis in terms of their view of Haiti as a country and Haitian immigrants?

Does the cycle of political and economic unrest affect the opinion of non-Haitians in NY who live in or near predominantly Haitian immigrant communities or neighborhoods?

· Were people 
in NY racist toward Haitians? How does that affect the lifestyles and morals of Haitians?
Are different cultural communities in NY racist toward Haitians? Does the view of other cultural communities bond the Haitians together or divide them? Are they able to assimilate or acculturate? How does that affect the lifestyles and morals of Haitians? Are they part of a melting pot or salad bowl?
· What is/was the American 
attitude towards Haitians at the time
?
What was the view of the US government of Haiti’s political system and culture, specifically the Macoutes and voodoo, in the 1960s and 1970s?

What factors informed US policy towards Haiti in 1960s and 1970s (Nixon, Carter, Reagan Clinton)?
What was the attitude of the Americans living in NYC towards Haitians, especially immigrants, both before the death of Patrick Dorismond (March 2000) and what was the attitude immediately after that event? How did the attitudes change? In a positive or negative way?
· What is/was Haitian 
attitude towards Americans?
What were the different Haitian (Macoutes, former criminal Haitian immigrants, innocent fleeing immigrants, 1st generation Haitian Americans, etc.) attitudes toward Americans during and after Papa Docs rule?

How (or does) a person’s socioeconomic status in Haiti effect his/her view of the U.S. politics and international policies?

You are asking several focused questions that have a common element: the relationship between the US and Haiti. Finding the answers to all of these questions helps you to answer the “big picture” question, what was the relationship between the US and Haiti? How has it evolved since 1957?

How do you find answers to these questions?

How do you know if/when your answers are right?

What does any of this information have to do with the text?

How do you keep track of how your understanding is evolving/has changed? See end-of-quarter rubric.
How does this affect your understanding of the text?

Culture 
· Why did the Haitian characters adapt so well 
to the Brooklyn/New York culture?

· Is there any influence 
of the Egyptian culture on the Haitian culture
· Have the characters given up their roots

· Was it 
worse in America then in Haiti in the sixties?

· Do 
Haitian immigrants accepted into American 
culture? Why or why not?
· What is voodoo, is it related to religion? Where did it originate
? What is the relationship between the Haitians and voodoo and Roman Catholicsm?
· Are the Haitians very religious? If not, why does the mom go to mass every day

· Is Creole still spoken? Is Creole the official 
language of Haiti?
· What is the 
religion in Haiti?
· Are there a lot of Egyptian 
decedents in Haiti?  If so how many?
· Is there a class difference between using Creole and French
?
· Significance
, if any, of lavender and lime
· How is family 
valued?
What impact does the social and political history of Haiti have on the evolution of Haitian culture?

�What does this mean? How? Is it possible?


�Involved in what?


�define


�Whose?


�Where? NY? Miami? When?


�Who?


�Is this universal? Whose attitude do you want to know?


�When?


�Who?


�Doesn’t this assume they did?


�What makes you think that there is (beyond the mention of the Book of the Dead)?


�Vegetables?


�What?


�Are?


�Which American culture? White? NY? Hip-Hop?


�Good question – why is it important?


�What makes you think that it is?


�Assuming that there is only one?


�What difference does would knowing this make?


�Good question if you mean what we think you do. Clear it up.


�What kind of significance? Economic? Religious? Be clear.


�As compared to what?





