Response to Literature 

Wednesday March 7th (7:45am – 9:05am)

The Response to Literature section of the CAPT assesses your ability to independently read, thoroughly comprehend, and thoughtfully respond to one authentic fictional text through four open-ended questions in one 70-minute session.  

RtL Content:  Text

The one authentic fictional text has been published, and is 2,000-3,000 words in length and at a 10th-grade reading level.  Every effort is made to ensure the fictional text is contemporary, multicultural, engaging, appropriate for statewide implementation, and void of any stereotyping or bias.

RtL Content: Questions

The four open-ended questions prompt a student to focus on four assessed dimensions in relationship to the fictional text read: (1) forming understanding, (2) developing interpretation, (3) making connections, and (4) demonstrating critical stance.  These levels of interaction should be seen as points on a continuum rather than separate categories.

The four open-ended questions that appear in every Response to Literature assessment are:

Forming Understanding

(1) What are your thoughts and questions about the story? You might reflect upon the characters, their problems, the title, or other ideas in the story.

Developing Interpretation

(2) Choose one of the following quotations from the story. Explain what you think the quotation means as it relates to elements of the story such as the characters or the theme. (Page numbers from the text will be referenced for each of the three provided quotations.)

OR (One or the other question appears on the test.)
How does the main character change from the beginning of the story to the end? What do you think causes this change?

Making Connections

(3) What does this story say about people in general? In what ways does it remind you of people you have known or experiences you have had?  You may also write about stories or books you have read or movies, works of art, or television programs you have seen.  Use examples from the story to explain your thinking.


Demonstrating Critical Stance

(4) How successful was the author in creating a good piece of literature?  Use examples from the story to explain your thinking.

When you respond to the four open-ended questions, you MUST support each response with specific evidence from the text.  For each question, you are given one page on which to respond; however, although you are not required to fill the provided page – it has been shown that the more that you write, the higher your score will be (this is true for the Sat as well).  Scores are based on the quality of meeting the dimensions, not quantity of writing.

How to Answer these Questions

Forming Understanding

(1) What are your thoughts and questions about the story? You might reflect upon the characters, their problems, the title, or other ideas in the story.
Developing Interpretation

(2) Choose one of the following quotations from the story. Explain what you think the quotation means as it relates to elements of the story such as the characters or the theme. 

OR (One or the other question appears on the test.)


How does the main character change from the beginning of the story to the end? What do you think causes this change?

Making Connections

(3) What does this story say about people in general? In what ways does it remind you of people you have known or experiences you have had?  You may also write about stories or books you have read or movies, works of art, or television programs you have seen.  Use examples from the story to explain your thinking.

Demonstrating Critical Stance

(4) How successful was the author in creating a good piece of literature?  Use examples from the story to explain your thinking.

RtL


70-minute session


1 published fictional text


2,000-3,000-word text


10th-grade readability


4 response questions


4 dimensions assessed


6-point rubric


2-12 score


50% of CAPT reading score





RtL �When a student responds to the open-ended questions, the student is expected to support each response with specific evidence from the text.











