[image: image1.png]


Staples High School

70 North Avenue

Westport, CT 06880

http://shs.westport.k12.ct.us/forensics/
Science Department    Mr. Lazaroff (203-341-1415) & Mr. Rollison Phone (203-341-1376)

August 30th, 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians of Forensics Students:

We would like to welcome your child to the Forensics elective at Staples High School!  We have a number of exciting, hands-on activities planned for the coming semester.  The overall goal of the course is to develop the students’ problem-solving skills, using the tools and techniques of the modern forensic scientist on various mock crime scenes in the classroom.  This will ultimately lead to a mock criminal trial based on a final crime scene, all of which will take the place of a Final Exam.
Modern forensics involves photography of crime scenes and suspects.  Fingerprints have long been a part of forensics, and have become easier to collect from crime scenes due to new technologies.  The latest technologies to hit the crime lab involve the collection, amplification, and analysis of DNA.  As such, part of this course will involve the photographing, fingerprinting, and basic DNA analysis of each of the students in class.  Please understand that this information will remain private throughout; in no way will the information collected about the students become part of the public record.  The activities are mandatory, but the information will not be shared with the school; it will not leave the classroom.
Although certain aspects of forensics involve working with blood, the majority of the activities will use blood substitutes.  In one activity, however, a chemical called luminol will be used to process latent blood stains.  For this activity the students will be using processed (sterilized & defibrinated) non-human blood, while using standard protection methods.  In addition, the forensic anthropology section will use mostly skeletal models, but a few bones are from actual human skeletons (donated by a medical illustrator).  Once again, these activities are mandatory.
Lastly, we would like to include one or more field trips as part of our forensics curriculum.  Unlike the activities above, the field trips are not mandatory.  Alternate activities will be provided for students who cannot attend. 
Students who are highly motivated, and are willing to meet after school to further hone their forensic skills, may be eligible to compete in an annual Forensic Crime Scene Competition held in May at the University of New Haven.  A limited number of spaces are available, and entering the competition is strictly on a voluntary basis.  This will be discussed further as the course progresses.  For more information, go to http://civicsfirstct.org. 
Please sign in the spaces below, and return this letter to your child’s teacher.  We look forward to working with your students this coming semester!

Sincerely,

Michael Lazaroff
Michael_Lazaroff@westport.k12.ct.us

(203) 341-1415
David Rollison

David_Rollison@westport.k12.ct.us

(203) 341-1376

Student Signature: ___________________________________________  Date: ____________

Print Your Name: ___________________________________________  
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________  Date: ____________


Print Your Name: ___________________________________________  

We are a community of learners engaged in a quest for academic excellence, and committed to civic and social responsibility. We are unwavering in our belief that we must act with integrity and treat each other with respect.


