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Overall Structure of a PPT for SRP

Introduction Section (first 5-7 slides)

A brief, curious blurb used to get the audience’s attention

It may involve, but not always, a slide

Title Slide

Name of the Article or the name of your presentation

This should include a complete and proper citation

In addition to the article title, it should include

Author’s names

Journal or other source

Date of publication

Page numbers 

Your name and affiliation

Staples High School

70 North Avenue

Westport, CT 06880

Overview slide

This is the part of your presentation where you lay out a roadmap for the rest of the talk.

Briefly mention the key points you will cover in the talk

Audiences like it when they hear something they think they know. If you tell them what’s coming next, by the time you get to that “next” they will be familiar with it and they will like you more

Big Picture slide

You must have a slide that presents the big picture, or explains why the audience should care about your presentation

An example of what you might say is: “The recent spate of computer virus attacks has affected many people. You may have noticed last week that your internet access was very slow. It’s important to be able to detect these attacks early so that they don’t cause severe problems.”

The graphic you could use for such an intro might be a screen shot of a newspaper headline about a worm attack

Intro Slides (2-3)

Use these slides to explain the key facts about the field that the audience needs to know to understand your presentation.

Think of these slides as a way of explaining what is already known about the field

But don’t try to make it an exhaustive review of the literature.

Finish the Introduction section with a “Problem Statement”

Once you have guided the audience to the point where they know what they have to know, tell them what is NOT known.


An example of this might be “Observations of the Sun [HN1] and the solar corona reveal complex structures in exquisite detail, and they give us the opportunity to understand the processes that heat the corona and drive the solar wind [HN2]. However, interpretation of the observations is often ambiguous because we observe three-dimensional structures projected onto two-dimensional images.” (citation Morgan, T.M. and Davila, J.M. Science, 2004, Vol. 305 page49-50, Italics added by Scheetz) 

The problem statement should lead directly to the actual experiment. If you can’t predict the experiment from the problem statement, it’s not the problem statement.
Experiment/Results

At this point, there are two possibilities. Either you are proposing an experiment or you are reporting the results of an actual experiment (yours, or someone else)

For a both proposed experiments and actual ones, you should make sure that you relate the proposal back to the problem statement.

For proposed experiments

“The best experiment to solve this problem would be if one could …and this is how I think one might do this”

For an actual experiments

 “The way I (or the authors) addressed this problem is by developing a way to measure…”

The next thing to do is to present the data

Always use graphics here.

You MUST!! Make your graphics as simple as possible. It is almost never appropriate to lift a graphic from a research paper because papers are different forums for data presentation. The audience for a paper has much more time to deal with the info.

Never present two graphs on the same slide.

Discussion

Once you have presented the data, you must tell the audience what the data mean.

One way to do this is to briefly review the data

“So these experiments show that by doing X, I (the authors) observed Y

Make sure you stick to the observations

Then tell the audience what you think the data mean

“This shows that X inhibits the effectiveness of Y, and the experiment was set up such that the only way that could happen is if X directly binds to Y”

Proceed through all of the experiments you have described in the results (make sure you use the same order you used in the results section.

End your discussion with a general statement about what the study shows

“this is the first demonstration of an interaction between X and Y”

Conclusion

Your conclusion should focus on the long term meaning of the results

It should always include a graphic that shows how you (the authors) think things work

The conclusion should also always in with an even more general statement about the meaning of the data.

Knowing that X interacts directly with Y will help the development of drugs that could increase the function of Y by blocking it’s interaction with X, and this could aid in the treatment o of disease Z”f 

